
An initiative to offer Charolais Youth to develop their skills 
and network internationally was floated at the World 
Charolais Technical Conference in Mexico. Helge and 
Candace By (Charolais Banner) suggested an event to offer 
Charolais & Charbray International Youth an opportunity to 
gather for education and leadership opportunities. It would 
serve as a way of introducing the benefits of international 
travel to gain interest in the organization’s other events. 
It would also assist countries without youth programs by 
providing an example and support.
 The Charolais Banner offered to be the first host in 
Canada in conjunction with the CCYA 2018 Conference 
and Show. The interest in the program far surpassed 
expectations and the success obvious. Twelve young adults 
attended from eight countries. Each was required to be a 
full participant in the event, but not compete in the host 
country awards.
 It would also be very difficult to offer them a fair 
competition when language was a barrier at times.  Although 
they all spoke English well, sometimes the English cattle 
terminology was not within their grasp when they needed it. 
The differences in the way cattle are judged between 
countries would also make it difficult for participants to 
excel when they come from places that select differently. 
The last thing this program wants is to discourage 
participants developing their skills. 
 Heidi Nicholls represented Australia and Alizah Fogden 
who was in Canada at the time took the opportunity to also 
participate in the exchange.

Charolais International Youth 

Opportunities such as this program can only assist in 
developing Australian Charolais Youth programs and Youth 
members with skills applicable to life. Everybody from the 
international delegates, host country youth and parents and 
friends benefit from expanding their horizons through social 
interactions in these programs.
 A huge thank you to Canadian Charolais, Canadian 
Charolais Youth and Candace and Helge By for their 
work in developing this program. Australia will host the 
International Youth at our 2019 Charolais Youth Stampede, 
Dubbo NSW.

International participants: Back Row: Patrik Gustafsson (Sweden), Emil Martinsson (Sweden), Marko Kruusimagi (Estonia), George Hollinshead (United Kingdom), 
Mark Whelan (Ireland), Michael Carey (Ireland), Vladimar Chytka (Czech Republic), Front row: Alizah Fogden (Australia), Teanna Simpson (USA), Lucy Collin (New 
Zealand), Heidi Nicholls (Australia), Dirgis Joemaa (Estonia). Charolais Banner image.

Heidi Nicholls was the Reserve Champion International Showman with Canadian 
Shelby Evans winning the Champion.
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On the 20th of July I started my journey to Canada which 
I imagined was going to be a trip of a life time, and this it 
surely has been! Being the recipient of the 2018 International 
Charolais Youth Exchange has been a great honour and an 
opportunity that I will be forever grateful for. 
 The international Charolais Youth Exchange started 
out on Monday the 23rd of July where 12 young Charolais 
enthusiasts from 8 different countries met in Winnipeg 
Manitoba.  CCYA  (Canadian Charolais Youth Association) 
included international competitors from New Zealand, 
America, Ireland, Estonia, England, Czech Republic, Sweden 
and Australia. 
 The Canadian Charolais Youth show was a three day 
event that allowed us to be involved in many different 
events. These events included showmanship (paraders), 
junior judging, team judging, individual marketing, keep 
and cull, herdsman groups, informational seminars, 
team fitting and a steak cook off. It was great to see the 
differences between the way Canadian junior shows are run 
in comparison to Australian. I have taken away many new 
ideas from the CCYA and I look forward to returning home 
and putting what I’ve learnt into practice. 
 After the CCYA was complete the internationals had 
a few days of touring around Canada visiting many other 
Charolais breeders. Day one we visited Hunter Charolais at 
Robin and High Bluff Stock farms at Inglis Manitoba. Day 
two we visited at C2 Charolais and Steppler Farms where we 
were also fortunate enough to have a tour through Steppler 
farms Honey Factory. 
 Whilst visiting at all of these farms we were supplied 
with amazing hospitality and delicious food. It was great 
touring around to the different breeders as it allowed 
the internationals to be able to see a variety of Canadian 
genetics as well as seeing some tremendous Australian sired 
calves by Palgrove Justice at Hunter Charolais.     
      On the final day of touring with the internationals we had 
some excitement,Zip Lining before returning to Winnipeg 
for one final night together. It was great to be able to see 
some of the beautiful scenery Canada has to offer. 
  After the CCYA show I spent a few weeks at High Bluff 
Stock Farms with the lovely Jackson family, I looked around 
their cow herd and also got to experience the lake of the 
prairies and horse back riding through the Riding Mountain 
National Park. 
 I then headed to Moose Jaw in Saskatchewan where 
I stayed at Gold Bar Livestock, owned by Brad and Sarah 
Buchanan along with their daughters Kaycee and Saige. 

Gold Bar Livestock is made up of Black Angus and Charolais 
cattle. I spent lots of my time doing what I love most 
hanging out in the barn helping prepare their six heifer 
calves for the fall show run as well as getting ready for the 
Young Ranchmans Junior show in Swift Current. 
 It was great to be able to participate in another junior 
show enabling me to learn and gain many more skills and 
ideas to bring back to Australia. Whilst at Young Ranchmans 
I paired up with Luke Haggart in the Junior Judging to come 
out on top winning the team judging competition. 
 Team Judging has been a great skill to learn and I 
thoroughly enjoy participating in these competitions. 
Whilst also staying at the Buchanan’s I toured Buffalo Plains 
Feedlot which is located just outside of Moose Jaw, they 
have a capacity of 30,000 head of cattle. It was interesting 
to see how similar the feedlots in Canada are to Australia. 
 I also got to experience some Canadian harvest and 
Gopher hunting. 
  After staying in Saskatchewan for a few weeks I headed 
off to Airdrie Alberta where I stayed at Soderglen Ranches. I 
got to experience an amazingly well run operation that has a 
variety of breeds including Charolais, Angus, Simmental, and 
two other beef breeds which they have developed; Red and 
Black Max and CCM. 

Heidi’s report
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KANDANGA VALLEY STUD

John & Roz Mercer, Kandanga,Via Gympie  (07) 5484 3359

www.kandangavalley.com.au 

At 18 months - Weight 880kgs
P8 Fat - 13mm : Rib Fat - 12mm 

EMA - 141sq.cm : IMF - 5.0 
Scrotal - 40cm

Kandanga Valley Novak 
                    Homozygous Poll

NOVAK is an outcross, homozygous polled sire displaying excellent conformation & deep soft muscling.
He has a good temperament & is from a very tidy uddered, moderate framed female who consistently
has small calves born that wean at big weights.

Semen Available 
$55/straw (incl GST)

Sire:  Baroola Ed - Polled

        - Triple J Pac-Man  (IACA6700E)

Sire:  BAROOLA ED (NCFE101D) - P
        -  Baroola Jodie  (NCFB498C) - RF
     
        -  Kandanga Valley Zergo  KAVZ49E - P
DAM: KANDANGA VALLEY GLENDYR (KAVG101E) - P
        -  Kandanga Valley X41E (KAVX41E)

+

Soderglen is one of the largest Seedstock cattle operations 
in Canada. It is made up of three ranches based in Airdrie, 
Fort Macleod and Cardston. 
 From here I went and spent a night back at the 
Buchanan’s and experienced my first hockey game before 
heading back to High Bluff Stock Farms in Manitoba. After 
spending a week at High Bluff it was of to Brandon to 
experience Ag Ex. At Ag Ex I was fortunate enough to be 
apart of High Buffs team showing 9 head of Charolais and 
Simmentals. I then headed back to Alberta and visited 
HEJ Charolais where I saw a great variety of tan Charolais  
genetics before heading off to Farmfair the following week. 
I’ve now made my way back to Gold Bar Livestock to finish 
off the fall show run with the Buchanan family at Agribition. 
 This trip has been an amazing experience and I have had 
a ball of fun whilst gaining many great connections from 
all over the world. Many thanks to the Charolais Society of 
Australia and Charolais International for providing me with 
this amazing opportunity. Special thanks also to Candace 
and Helge By from the Canadian Charolais Banner for 
organising the Youth Exchange and touring us around for 
our duration of the ten days that we were together. 
 

International Youth 

Heidi’s report
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